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Dear prayer partners,
I’m sure any minister can understand what I mean when I say that the ministry is o en “bi!er-sweet.”
You may have heard the joke about “mixed emo(ons.” “Mixed emo(ons” are what you feel when you
ﬁnd out that your mother-in-law drove your brand new Cadillac oﬀ a steep cliﬀ. You’re elated and grieved
all at the same (me. With no contradic(on and the blessing of the Holy Spirit, the Apostle Paul could say
that he had joy in God and yet carried with him at the same (me a great heaviness and con(nual sorrow in
his heart. (Rom.5:11, 9:1,2) Any missionary, preacher, evangelist faces this same thing.
While out door-knocking I had the privilege of leading two people to the Lord: Francois and Laurence. It
took several visits but they did accept Jesus Christ as their Saviour. Sadly it seems all they wanted was
“ﬁre insurance.” They haven’t come to church even once and they live just a block away. That’s disappoin(ng but I am convinced of their sincerity in trus(ng the Lord. I believe I will see them in Heaven one
day at the very least. Also their door has always been open to me, which is unusual for around here. I can
always go back and talk to them some more. Thank the Lord for an open door. “Withal praying also for
us, that God would open unto us a door of u!erance, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in
bonds.” Colossians 4:3
We’ve had what is for us an impressive number of visitors recently. Every Sunday for ﬁve weeks in a row
we had visitors. It’s such a blessing to have new people come out. I wish I could tell you that they’ve
come back and that they are s(ll with us but the truth is, most visitors come once, twice on a rare occasion, and then we never see them again. Some friends of ours go to a Pentecostal church. They love us
and really enjoy the depth in the Bible that they get from fellowshipping with us. Why don’t visitors stay
when they come? I think something they told us one (me really sums it up: “We’re in a church of 400
people. We just want to hide. We want to go to church and not be no(ced.” My guess is they’re not the
only ones. It’s a ba!le I face, but our small group has a great aDtude in spite of the disappointment and
frustra(on of trying to see this church grow. Thank God for them.
Even though good news may be mixed with disappointment, frustra(on or let-downs, the Lord is too good
for me to get discouraged.
Chick Publica(ons sent us 10,000 “Creator or Liar” tracts (in French of course). We have another shipment
of 10,000 French “The Only Hope.” To a missionary… …that’s gold!!
I’ve had to buy tracts (at a higher price than I’d like to pay!) for too long. Recently some of the French (tles that I’ve been buying locally were discon(nued. I contacted the man that made the tracts, and he
granted me full rights to print as many as I want myself! What a blessing that is! A dear brother in the
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Another great blessing was having help to get out the tracts that the Lord has so graciously provided. Shawn
Geley came to visit from Ontario in November. He came for the express purpose of helping me hand out as
many tracts as we could get out while he was here! What a blessing! Shawn is a “die-hard.” If any man love
God, the same is known of him (I Cor.8:3). Shawn’s love for the Lord shines through his eagerness to serve.
He was a real encouragement to me and the church. Once again mixing the bi!er with the sweet, one rainy
day, Shawn, myself and another brother went out, undeterred, in the pouring rain and put tracts into mailboxes. Shawn slipped on a ﬂight of stairs and dislocated his shoulder. He was “out of commission” for the
next three days. Agonizing in pain, he went on and on about how upset he was that he couldn’t con(nue
geDng the tracts out. He was more upset about that than he was concerned with the pain in his shoulder. I
call that a “trooper”!! In the end, we did manage to get out 5,000 tracts into homes all around the area in
the two weeks he was with us. Praise the Lord for that.
Taking the bi!er with the sweet, I’d s(ll have to conclude my prayer le!er with Ps.63:3: Because thy loving
kindness is be!er than life, my lips shall praise so good!

Yours for the souls in Québec,

The Hines Family
The Hines Family
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